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Overview
This study employs National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) data to identify students who enroll
in post‐baccalaureate, graduate or professional study within two years of earning a bachelors
degree at UNLV. The study looks at three years of UNLV graduates: students whose degrees
were conferred during the 2003‐04, 2004‐05 and 2005‐06 academic years.
The first section below summarizes findings from the NSC data for each of the academic years,
with a table showing how many graduates enrolled in further education at four‐year and two‐
year institutions, and how many whose status remains unknown. This section also presents
how many enrolled in further study at four‐year institutions, broken down by the students’
college of undergraduate major.
The second part of the study addresses the question: graduates who subsequently enroll at
four‐year institutions, where do they go? This section provides information on the institutions
and areas of the country where UNLV graduates enroll in post‐baccalaureate, graduate and
professional study.

Students Enrolling in Further Study within Two Years of Graduation
Data for this study were collected using the National Student Clearinghouse’s (NSC)
StudentTracker service, which matches supplied student records against a nationwide database
of enrollment and degree information from over 3,200 institutions. At the time of data
collection, the NSC provided data that indicated a student was enrolled at a given institution
during a certain time frame. Since that time, however, the NSC has made new data elements
available, which will allow us to track such characteristics as class level, current major, and
degree‐seeking status in future analyses.
As highlighted in Table 1 below, the data show that approximately 30% of baccalaureate degree
recipients enrolled at four‐year institutions within two years of graduating from UNLV. Another
5% enrolled at two‐year institutions within the same time frame. (This study looks at the first
institution attended after graduation.) Additional students enrolled in further education after
two years: the earlier the year of graduation, the more students who fall into this category.

Concomitantly, the proportion of students whose status is unknown—cases for which the NSC
did not find or disclose enrollment records that matched to a given student—increases the
more recent the year of graduation. In some of these cases, the student or the school has
blocked the NSC from sharing enrollment data.

The remainder of this study focuses on those who attended four‐year institutions within two
years of graduating from UNLV—that is, the students represented in the yellow‐highlighted row
in Table 1, above. On the following page, Chart 1 and Table 2 distribute this group, along with
total graduates, by the students’ college of major at UNLV, and present what percentage of
graduates from each college enrolled in further study.
On average, more than half of students graduating from UNLV’s College of Education and
College of Sciences – as well as those graduating with multiple degrees from different colleges –
pursue further study within two years. By comparison, smaller percentages of College of Hotel
Administration (11%) and School of Nursing (18%) graduates enroll in further study, presumably
because a greater proportion of these students enter the labor market in their chosen field
upon graduation.
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Graduates Enrolling in Further Study at Four‐year Institutions: Where do they go?
This section addresses students who enroll in further study at four‐year institutions within two
years of graduation from UNLV, and attempts to answer the question, where do they enroll?
The simple answer to that question: the clear majority, over 60%, enroll here at UNLV, while
the remaining students are dispersed across many institutions. The next highest attended
institution is the University of Phoenix, at which about 5% of these students enroll. Table 3,
below, lists the top institutions attended, and the total number of institutions represented, for
each academic year. The NSC data differentiate between UNLV and UNLV Law, which are
presented separately here to show the breakdown.

Of the institutions listed in Table 3, they were likely attended by students who continued to
reside in Southern Nevada, and enrolled in online courses or attended a local branch campus.
The University of Phoenix and Touro University each have locations in Southern Nevada. Of
UNLV graduates who enrolled at the University of Phoenix, most had earned degrees in the
College of Education (35%), the College of Liberal Arts (21%) or the College of Business (18%).
Touro University, which provides programs in health care and education, attracted students
who graduated from the School of Allied Health Sciences and the College of Sciences.
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Before they were offered at UNLV as of spring 2007, educational opportunities for Clark County
School District teachers provided through the Southern Nevada Regional Professional
Development Program (RPDP) were offered at Southern Utah University (SUU). Of the 106
students shown in Table 3 as having attended SUU, 103 (97%) had graduated from UNLV’s
College of Education. Similarly, of those who attended Nova Southeastern University, which
offers various online graduate programs in Education, 86% percent had graduated from the
College of Education. Sierra Nevada College, which offers online courses toward its M.A. in
Teaching, attracted UNLV graduates from a broader spectrum of colleges.
Distance education offerings make it difficult to infer geographical meaning from the NSC data.
Top U.S. states of institutions attended by UNLV graduates are presented below in Table 4.
However, as suggested above, the state of the institution (e.g., Arizona for the University of
Phoenix, Florida for Nova Southeastern University) will in many cases differ from where the
student resides.
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Despite the limited assumptions we can make about students’ geographic location, the NSC
data do provide insight toward answering the question, where do they go? The map below
offers a sense of the picture in two important regards. First, UNLV graduates enroll in further
study in every region of the U.S. Secondly, enrollment appears to be greater in regions closer
to Nevada.

Table 5, below, shows numbers and percentages of UNLV graduates enrolling in further study,
by region of the institution attended, for each of the academic years. As NSC data are collected
from collegiate institutions within the U.S., we were not able to examine the extent to which
UNLV graduates pursue further education in other countries.
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Conclusions
Of students who earn a baccalaureate degree at UNLV, roughly 30% pursue post‐baccalaureate,
graduate and professional study at a four‐year institution within two years. Of these graduates
pursuing further education, over 60% do so here at UNLV, while the remaining students attend
a wide range of institutions across the U.S. The rate at which UNLV graduates enroll in further
study varies, in some cases considerably, by the college of undergraduate major. The nature of
NSC geographical data and the availability of distance education programs limit the extent to
which we can generalize about where our graduates pursue study. However, findings suggest
that, while many of our graduates choose to continue their studies at UNLV, a good number of
local students choose to pursue further study at other institutions.
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